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BOOK NOTICE 



Ravi;n, Pin i'R I-L, Ray F. Evi:kt, and Susan E. Eichiiokn. 1992. Biology of 

Plants, Fifth Edition. (ISBN {)-79{) I-S32-2, hbk.) Worth Publish¬ 
ing Inc., 3.S Irving Place, New York, NY 1()()()3, (212) 473-6()()(), 

. 791 pp. 

'riu)u,L;li noi a dc-i^rccil hioloi^isc by any .stretch, I chose to review this book because 1 was 
initially struck by its cover. At lirst i;lance, 1 took it fora book on art historj’ ... well, it is 
in [act an art book, but rather one on the art ol Iboloyy—a textbook on liiolog)' to be 
exact. .Science anil art h;ive been successfully bleiitkal here. My compliments to thetlesi_pn- 
ers and artists m\'olved and to the ptiblisher anti tuithors who h;id the vision ;ind tintler- 
st,mdin_p of how importtint excitmt; visutds ;ire to the success of any ptiblication aiul espe¬ 
cially to text!'»()()ks. Knowloditc is accjiiircJ so o^iich more readily with rhe use ol i^ood 
visual n'laierial and it is not lackinyt here. 

This is the lilth printmi^ ol this well known textbook with more lull color throuLthout 
the Isook. (dear and more inlormative with new Imdii’ii.ts, chapters have been re-ori^ani/ed 
lor more lo^ueal sequence. For instance, the Involution chapter was moved to directly fol¬ 
low Cienetics which is now in a chapter ol its own. Inxtensive chaipt;e is seen in (Chapter 25 
due to the many discoveries beirp^ made in plant hormones, jsarticularly to molecular basis 
ol hormone action, plant biotechnolo^^y and ^ttenetic ent;ineerii\i; (recombinant DNA) tech¬ 
nology. Boxed essays have been inckided in the l:coloE;y section on the great Yellowstone 
lure, on logging ol ancient forests m the Pacific Northwest and competition for light in 


• » 


luant communities. 

The fifth edition book maintains its interlocking themes ol: 1) rhe plant body as a 
dynamic result ol j'jrocesses of grow th and development carried out by chenkcal interac¬ 
tions, 2) evolutionary relationships as the guide to understanding form and function in 
organisms, 3) ecology as a wuiy of emphasizing our dependence on plants to sustain our 
lives and those* ol all other livinir oruanisms. 

lo cjuote the authors ... “1 he fifth edition of af P/t/nts remains true to the book’s 

original goals: to present basic information about plants in an accurate, accessible, we 
illustrated, and interesting wary. ’—L/5/;/) /7o/g). 
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